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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

First of all, on your behalf I would like to greet warmly the family and 

friends of David Edwardson, our Ordinand, in particular his wife Moira, and 

Dr Nicholas Chamberlain, Bishop of Grantham, who has kindly joined us 

on this solemn occasion.  You are all most welcome here. 

As you know, it is unusual for a priestly ordination to take place in 

Advent, but this is an ordination that is, in itself, a little out of the ordinary.  

As many of you know, David has arrived at this point in his life after an 

adventure that has seen him in various roles, including many years’ 

pastoral service in the Episcopal Church, and we welcome the experience 

that he brings with him into the service upon which he now embarks 

among us.  

After much discernment and prayer, therefore, David now asks to be 

ordained to the sacred priesthood in communion with the Church of 

Rome.  Providence is such that it has fallen to this Archdiocese to accept 

him and it falls to me to ordain him, and I am very grateful for that.    

Through the laying on of hands, the sacred priesthood is passed on 

to a new generation, conforming those ordained to the person Christ, our 

great High Priest, who takes away our sins, and restores our life to a state 



even greater than our first innocence.  Priests are set aside to sanctify 

Christ’s own people, to teach them and to govern them gently in His name; 

through our celebration of the sacraments, above all the Eucharist, and in 

our closeness to our people, especially in moments of their greatest joy 

and sadness. 

But the sacred priesthood is not something to be taken up lightly.  

It is a very demanding office in the Church: it demands sacrifice of oneself, 

of one’s own will, one’s own opinion, one’s own personal preferences. We 

each of us, in turn, place our lives in the hands of our superior, whose 

heavy task it is to consider the good of the whole flock, and not just a few.  

All priests, then, endeavour to follow the Lamb wherever he goes, just as 

He followed His Father’s will perfectly, to the Cross and beyond. A priest 

serves others, not himself, but his life is also one that is full of consolation.  

Our life is placed at the disposal of others, just like our Master’s, but our 

life is also one of deep joy.   

But being conformed to Christ through priestly ordination is 

liberating and fulfilling.  In giving oneself completely to Christ, the priest 

in fact loses nothing: he gains greater freedom and serenity, the closer he 

comes to being the Lord’s true disciple.  In this very ordination rite, we 

priests are called to model our lives on the mystery of the Lord’s Cross.  

And when we stand here and ask for Ordination, we are prepared to give 

everything to Him, that the Cross become a reality, here and now, among 

our brothers and sisters.  It takes God’s good grace and much self-effacing 

willingness for us to bend our stubborn selves and our pride to Christ 



crucified.  But this is the task at hand; and we are assured that our 

perseverance will win us our lives.  

You likewise, David, are called to perfect your adherence to Christ 

through this gift of yourself in the priesthood.  The Order which you now 

enter is a sacred one, not because of us, but because of Christ.  As you join 

Him in His priesthood, you will become a vessel – an earthen one it is true 

– but a sure means nonetheless for all people to know the presence of 

almighty God here on earth.   

 

You will become the channel by which the Eucharist is celebrated, as 

food for their journey, and as the presence of the Living Lord among His 

people, on their way to the Promised Land.  This is the greatest privilege 

that can be bestowed on anyone here: treasure, therefore, this great gift 

that is being entrusted to you, and strive to be faithful to it and consistent 

in it, both in your public and private life.   

Today you will also promise to preach the Word of God worthily and 

wisely: do not neglect to nourish your people well by your preaching; to 

challenge, to comfort and to encourage them in their love of the Lord.   

Today you promise to consecrate your life to God for the sake of 

your people: do so with a full heart and with tireless patience and zeal.   

You will renew your promise of respect and obedience to me and 

my successors.  This is no idle commitment, but a most solemn 

undertaking.   



Finally, do not fail in the important work of charity, which reveals the 

face of Christ, God made Man, among us, having a special care for the 

poor and the weak and the outcast. 

Do all these things with simplicity, in purity of heart and with 

openness to God’s will, and fulfil these oaths with the grace of God. 

David, be a good and gentle shepherd to those entrusted to your 

care. Correct and encourage them, in season and out of season.  Keep 

them united, in one mind and heart with the whole Church, in communion 

with the successor of Peter in the See of Rome.  Through Christ, and in the 

Holy Spirit, lead them gently but effectively to the Father most High.  

Amen. 

 


